
Maximizing the Value of Your Luxury Resort Home 

As an experienced real estate broker specializing in luxury resort homes on the Big Island, I 

understand how crucial it is to present your property in a way that captures the attention of 

affluent buyers. In Hawaii’s competitive luxury market, every detail counts. Below, I’ve outlined 

the best strategies for increasing the value of your luxury home and attracting high-net-worth 

buyers. Most high-end homes already have the below features so this is just a review to make 

sure we are doing our best. The key is to work with what you already have and improve what is 

needed and practical. I have all the local vendors we need that work for very affordable 

prices. 

 

1. Enhancing Curb Appeal 

Your home’s exterior is the first impression for potential buyers, and curb appeal is key to setting 

the right tone. Here are the most effective ways to enhance your home’s exterior: 
 

• Exquisite Landscaping: Invest in professional landscaping featuring native Hawaiian 

plants, water features, and mood-setting outdoor lighting. Lush tropical gardens and 

meticulously designed outdoor spaces can make your home feel like a private resort. 

• Grand Entryway: Create a striking first impression with a custom-designed entry gate, 

high-end materials like lava stone or flagstone walkways, and large, dramatic doors that 

welcome guests with elegance. 

• Luxurious Driveways: High-end finishes such as cobblestones, lava rock, or even 

stamped concrete can elevate the driveway, providing a grand entrance to your property. 

 

2. Creating Stunning Outdoor Living Spaces 

Outdoor living is a central part of Hawaii’s lifestyle. Designing functional and luxurious outdoor 

spaces increases both the value and appeal of your home. 

 

• Infinity Pools and Hot Tubs: Upgrade your property with resort-style infinity pools that 

blend seamlessly into the horizon, offering unobstructed views of the ocean or mountains. 

Adding custom hot tubs with unique features like waterfalls or fire elements can further 

enhance the appeal. 

• Outdoor Kitchens and Dining Areas: Build a fully equipped outdoor kitchen with top- 

tier appliances, natural stone counters, and covered dining areas. These spaces are ideal 

for entertaining and can add significant value. 

• Private Lanais: Consider creating private outdoor retreats with comfortable seating and 

breathtaking views. A well-designed lanai makes outdoor living a luxurious extension of 

the home. 



3. Luxury Interior Upgrades 

The interior of your home should reflect a blend of sophistication, comfort, and the latest in 

modern design. Consider these high-impact upgrades to add considerable value: 

 

• Modern, High-End Kitchens: The kitchen is often the heart of the home, especially in 

the luxury market. Upgrade to the latest in energy-efficient, high-end appliances (Sub- 

Zero, Wolf, Miele), paired with premium countertops like quartz, marble, or granite. 

Custom cabinetry and smart kitchen technology can further enhance both functionality 

and aesthetic appeal. 

• Spa-Like Bathrooms: Luxury buyers expect resort-level bathrooms. Transform your 

bathrooms into private oases with steam showers, deep soaking tubs, heated floors, and 

designer fixtures. Natural stone finishes and rain shower heads add further elegance. 

• Designer Lighting and Finishes: Install custom lighting fixtures and high-end finishes 

throughout the home. Statement chandeliers, recessed lighting, and dimmable systems 

can create ambiance and sophistication. 

• Smart Home Integration: Buyers increasingly expect homes to offer the latest in smart 

technology. Integrate systems that allow for control of lighting, audio, security, and 

climate, all from a mobile device. 

 

4. Incorporating Sustainability and Green Features 

Sustainability is a growing trend in luxury real estate, and eco-conscious buyers are looking for 

homes that offer energy efficiency and environmentally friendly features. 

 

• Solar Power Systems: Hawaii’s abundance of sunshine makes solar power a practical 
and desirable feature. Adding a solar energy system with battery backup not only reduces 

energy costs but also appeals to buyers looking to lower their environmental footprint. 

• Energy-Efficient Windows and Insulation: Upgrade your home with energy-efficient 

windows and top-tier insulation to improve comfort and reduce energy consumption. 

• Rainwater Harvesting Systems: Implement a rainwater collection system to irrigate 

landscaping or supply non-potable water, adding an eco-friendly feature to the property. 

 

5. Showcasing Unique Architectural Features 

Architectural features that reflect Hawaii’s culture and landscape can significantly increase the 

value of your home. 

 

• Hawaiian and Resort-Inspired Design: Embrace local architectural traditions by 

incorporating elements such as open floor plans, vaulted ceilings, and natural materials 

like koa wood, lava stone, or bamboo. Buyers in this market appreciate a design that 

blends modern luxury with authentic island charm. 

• Maximizing Indoor-Outdoor Living: Emphasize the connection between indoor and 

outdoor spaces by using expansive windows, sliding doors, and lanais. Capturing views 

of the ocean, mountains, or sunsets will significantly enhance your home’s appeal. 



6. Adding Premium Amenities 

Luxury buyers expect certain amenities that can enhance their lifestyle. By incorporating these 

into your home, you can elevate its marketability: 

 

• Private Fitness Rooms and Spas: Health-conscious buyers appreciate private fitness 

centers, complete with state-of-the-art equipment, yoga studios, and spa features like 

saunas or massage rooms. 

• Home Theaters and Entertainment Areas: Include a home theater equipped with 

surround sound, large screens, and luxury seating. Adding a wine cellar, bar area, or even 

a game room creates additional entertainment value for potential buyers. 

• Exclusive Privacy Features: Ensure the property provides privacy through gated entries, 

secure perimeters, and strategically placed landscaping to enhance seclusion while 

maintaining ocean or mountain views. 

 

7. Maximizing Privacy and Security 

Privacy is often a priority for luxury buyers. By adding advanced security measures and 

enhancing the privacy of your property, you increase its appeal to high-end buyers: 

 

• Gated Access and Security: Install gated entry systems, along with comprehensive 

security technology like cameras, motion detectors, and alarms. Offering concierge 

services can also appeal to discerning buyers seeking both convenience and safety. 

• Secluded Landscaping: Use strategic landscaping to shield the home from neighbors or 

passersby, creating a sense of exclusivity without obstructing the natural beauty of the 

surroundings. 

 

8. Highlighting the Views 

The views from your luxury property are one of its most valuable assets. Whether it’s sweeping 

ocean vistas or lush mountain landscapes, make sure to enhance these views wherever possible: 

 

• Unobstructed Views: Trim trees and reconfigure landscaping to open up sightlines to the 

ocean or mountains. Installing large windows or glass doors helps to bring the beauty of 

Hawaii into the home’s living spaces. 

 

 

Why Work with Berkshire Hathaway and Bill Harrigan 

As a seasoned real estate professional on the Big Island, I specialize in luxury resort homes and 

have a deep understanding of what affluent buyers are looking for. I offer comprehensive 

marketing strategies, global reach through Berkshire Hathaway, and personalized guidance to 

ensure you achieve the highest possible value for your property. My expertise in local market 

trends, combined with a commitment to excellence, makes me the ideal partner for selling your 

luxury home. 


